
The USDA wins the prestigious “21st Century Best Practices Award”. 

This award is given to organizations that have shown outstanding 
leadership in the field of distance learning by the United States 
Distance Learning Association (USDLA). 

USDA is able to provide these award-winning resources thanks to  
the support provided by AgLearn.

According to Jenny Jopling, President of USDLA, “This year’s 
USDLA Awards recipients represent the finest examples of  
online courses, best practices, and leadership in our field […]  
We are so very proud and excited to be able to recognize this  
level of excellence.”

These awards highlight those distance learning instructors, 
programs, and professionals who have achieved and demonstrated 
extraordinary results through the use of online, videoconferencing, 
satellite and blended learning delivery technologies. 

Two Years in a Row!

Search AgLearn for even more courses!
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We kick off this issue with some great news – the USDA  
was presented with the “21st Century Best Practices Award”  
from the USDLA! We also introduce you to Windows 7,  
Microsoft Office, and Lync with helpful online courses.  
We reacquaint you with USDA Connect, provide information  
about financial planning, and have great reads available at  
Books 24x7. Rounding things out are updates on the Strategic 
Workshop, our Twitter feed, and the EEMS Data Connector. 

Introducing Windows 7!

This new operating system makes working faster and 
easier with quick start-up and shut-down times, faster  
file-transfer, and better JavaScript performance.

Take advantage of the benefits today! 

+  Getting Started with Windows 7

+  Windows 7 Essentials I

+  Windows 7 Essentials II

http://www.usdla.org/Current_Winners_s/1828.htm
https://twitter.com/AgLearnToday
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=mw_mweu_a01_dt_enus_SKILLSOFT&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1269265989000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=Windows7-EssentialsI&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1396965420000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=Windows7-EssentialsII&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1396967100000
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For Office 2010, 
Windows 7, 
and Lync 2010

Twitter Anyone? 
AgLearn has embraced Twitter and we want you to join us! You can hold and 
monitor real-time conversations about your work or the industry, and see what 
your colleagues and followers are up to. You can use it for customer service to 
share best practices. If you need to make business connections, Twitter is a great 
way to reduce standard emails and phone calls – according to experts, people 
may not return calls but they almost always return tweets!

If you want to build a professional brand, or program-focused brand like AgLearn, 
Twitter allows you a global reach that surpasses traditional methods. Make it easy 
to keep your followers up-to-date with current information about your work and 
easily communicate with them, too. Ultimately, Twitter can enhance your business 
relationships and you can use it to keep up with news and trends, too.

Check out the Twitter feed on the AgLearn splash page. If you haven’t joined 
Twitter, it’s easy to get started. You can start by following @AgLearnToday!

SUmmer 2014

AgLearn has courses to help you 
learn more about applications you 
use every day like Excel, Word, 
and Outlook. Learn how to start 
working with Windows 7 and the 
user interface enhancements, 
work with devices and printers 
in Windows 7, or maintain and 
protect your computer and data. 
Enhance your knowledge of some 
of the networking and remote 
connectivity enhancements 
found in Windows 7, how to 
use the collaboration features in 
Lync 2010, and the features and 
benefits of Outlook 2010. Here 
are a few of the available courses 

+  Working with Microsoft  
Lync 2010 for Collaboration

+  Beginner Skills  
in Microsoft Outlook 2010

+  Intermediate Skills  
in Microsoft Outlook 2010

+  Beginner Skills  
in Microsoft Excel 2010

+  Intermediate Skills  
in Microsoft Word 2010

Search AgLearn for even more courses!

When was the last time you used USDA Connect? This business collaboration platform is 
the ideal way to stay on top of enterprise activities with AgLearn and the USDA agencies. 
Check out USDA Connect and the AgLearn community! Also on the site, you will find the 
latest announcements in the center section, links to useful resources on the right margin, 
and quick access to groups, lists, and surveys on the left side. 

Access the USDA Connect site here and go exploring! 

USDA Connect is Here for You!

http://www.aglearn.usda.gov/
https://twitter.com/AgLearnToday
https://twitter.com/AgLearnToday
http://www.aglearn.usda.gov/
https://twitter.com/AgLearnToday
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=MicroSoft-Lync2010&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1396971300000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=MicroSoft-Lync2010&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1396971300000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=MicroSoft-Office-Outlook2010-1&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1398358320000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=MicroSoft-Office-Outlook2010-1&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1398358320000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=MicroSoft-Office-Outlook2010-2&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1398433320000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=MicroSoft-Office-Outlook2010-2&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1398433320000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=MicroSoft-Office-Excel2010-1&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1398261780000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=MicroSoft-Office-Excel2010-1&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1398261780000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=MicroSoft-Office-Excel2010-2&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1398262800000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=MicroSoft-Office-Excel2010-2&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1398262800000
https://connections.usda.gov/communities/community/aglearn


3

Visit us on the web: aglearn.usda.gov or follow us on Twitter: @AgLearnToday

The 2014 Strategic Workshop 

It’s almost time for the annual AgLearn Strategic Workshop!  
The AgLearn team will gather with the leads and special  
guests to share information, best practices, and other information 
of value to AgLearn users. Sessions will also be offered virtually via 
Adobe Connect to make it convenient for you to participate. 

Want up-to-the-minute coverage of the conference? Follow  
@AgLearnToday#AGLW2014 on Twitter for live updates on each 
days’ activities. Be sure to mark your calendars for July 15 & 16 
and help AgLearn to make this workshop another success for you.

Get Smarter With Your Money
Whether it’s financial literacy, retirement planning, or tax-deferred 
retirement plans, Debbie Mason, a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™* professional with Dmason Financial, has the 
information you need. 

Dmason Financial has customized courses for employees in 
each of the Federal civil service and military retirement systems: 
Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS); CSRS Special; Federal 
Employees Retirement System (FERS); FERS Special; and Military 
Final Pay, High-3, and CSB/Redux. 

Go to AgLearn to get started today!

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP ®, 
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™       and in the U.S., which it awards to individuals 
who successfully complete CFP Board’s initial and ongoing certification requirements

Update on the EEMS Data 
Connector to AgLearn
Since it went live last September, the new data feed has allowed  
for new AgLearn accounts to be created in a 24-hour period,  
along with many more improved user benefits!

AgLearn’s user profiles are housed in the USDA Identity, Credential 
and Access Management (ICAM) Enterprise Entitlements 
Management Service (EEMS) data feed. This enterprise-wide 
solution centrally manages the identity, entitlements, and roles of all 
USDA employees, contractors, partners, affiliates, and customers. 
EEMS provisions, updates, and de-provisions accounts in AgLearn 
from the USDA’s authoritative identity data source, Person Model.

Books 24x7 is an easy, web-based tool that 
gives you immediate access to thousands of IT 
and business books – right on line, on demand!

SUmmer 2014

+  It’s Affordable!  
Paid for by AgLearn, Books 24x7 is free for you 

+  It’s Robust!  
With more than 20,000 titles, you can read the entire 
library of IT Professional, Business Professional, and 
Well-Being Essentials collections 

+  It’s Convenient!  
Bypass the library or bookstore  
and access Books 24x7 right where you are 

+  It’s Easy!  
Find what you need quickly – Books 24x7 is fully 
keyword searchable. You can even place your favorite 
books on your personal bookshelf for later!

Books 24x7 is easily accessible from your iPad or  
web-enabled mobile device.

New titles are added every day! Stay up-to-date on 
the latest business trends in project management, 
programming languages, operating systems, time 
management, communication strategies, security,  
web development, leadership and so much more!

Books 24x7 is available for you!

http://www.aglearn.usda.gov/
https://twitter.com/AgLearnToday
https://twitter.com/AgLearnToday
https://twitter.com/AgLearnToday
https://www.dmasonfinancial.com/
https://aglearn.usda.gov
https://pws.sc.egov.usda.gov/login/login.aspx?TYPE=33554433&REALMOID=06-c3ea602e-30bd-4dae-b661-f557e8d87276&GUID=&SMAUTHREASON=0&METHOD=GET&SMAGENTNAME=-SM-Io3fDFACj4IchRimVYycM1D835d%2byV4YyVYgSvd5tP2f71xv42dsQMHA98fy8i5V&TARGET=-SM-HTTPS%3a%2f%2faglearn%2eusda%2egov%2flearning%2fuser%2fdeeplink_redirect%2ejsp%3flinkId%3dITEM_DETAILS%26componentID%3dUSDA--BOOKS24X7--ACCESS%26componentTypeID%3dWeb%2bBased%26revisionDate%3d1216173900000
https://pws.sc.egov.usda.gov/login/login.aspx?TYPE=33554433&REALMOID=06-c3ea602e-30bd-4dae-b661-f557e8d87276&GUID=&SMAUTHREASON=0&METHOD=GET&SMAGENTNAME=-SM-Io3fDFACj4IchRimVYycM1D835d%2byV4YyVYgSvd5tP2f71xv42dsQMHA98fy8i5V&TARGET=-SM-HTTPS%3a%2f%2faglearn%2eusda%2egov%2flearning%2fuser%2fdeeplink_redirect%2ejsp%3flinkId%3dITEM_DETAILS%26componentID%3dUSDA--BOOKS24X7--ACCESS%26componentTypeID%3dWeb%2bBased%26revisionDate%3d1216173900000

